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fiction, thrillers, graphic novels, picture books, young adult books and cookbooks of the year
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Fiction

Ridgerunner by Gil Adamson ¥

Homeland Elegies by Ayvad Akhtar

Leave the World Behind by Rumaan Alam

The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett

Here the Dark by David Bergen %

Noopiming: The Cure for White Ladies by Leanne Betasamosake Simpson ¥
Blaze Island by Catherine Bush ¥

Piranesi by Susanna Clarke

The Pull of the Stars by Emma Donoghue ¥

Butter Honey Pig Bread by Francesca Ekwuvasi ¥

The Lying Life of Adults by Elena Ferrante

The Beguiling by Zsuzsi Gartner ¥

Agency by William Gibson ¥

Five Little Indians by Michelle Good ¥

The Only Good Indians by Stephen Graham Jones
Dominoes at the Crossroads by Kaie Kellough ¥

If It Bleeds by Stephen King

Indians on Vacation by Thomas King ¥

Consent by Annabel Lyon ¥

When We Were Vikings by Andrew David MacDonald %
The Glass Hotel by Emily St. John Mande| ¥

The Mirror and The Light by Hilary Mantel

Shadow King by Maaza Mengiste

Polar Vortex by Shani Mootoo %

Songs for the End of the World by Saleema Nawaz %
Weather by Jenny Offill

Good Citizens Need Not Fear by Maria Reva ¥

How to Pronounce Knife by Souvankham Thammavongsa ¥
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Ridgerunner
GIL ADAMSON (HOUSE OF ANANSI PRESS)

The sequel toThe Outlander (2007), this gothic Westernwas short-l i st ed f or this yes:
won the Writersd Trust Fiction Prize. Theshowelble
main character, and focuses on the father of her child, Moreland. He sets out to steal enough cash to
give his son a comfortable |ife. But their-boy,

A

sufficiency, doesndét stay put for | ong.

READ OUR INTERVIEW WITH AUTHOR GIL ADAMSON

Homeland Elegies


https://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/books/article-author-gil-adamson-on-the-creation-of-ridgerunner-her-latest-canadian/

AYAD AKHTAR (LITTLE, BROWN AND COMPANY)

This novel by the Pulitzer-winning author of Disgraced provocatively blends fact and fiction, paradox
and contradiction, appearing to be a memoir of a man with the same name and pedigree as its author
T a Pulitzer-winning American playwright of Pakistani -Muslim ext raction whose father, a doctor,
became enamoured with Donald Trump after treating him for a heart ailment, and then disillusioned
after he assumes the presidency.

READ OUR INTERVIEW WITH AUTHOR AYAD AKHTAR

Leave The World Behind

RUMAAN ALAM (HARPERCOLLINS)

The author of Rich and Pretty and That Kind of Mother is back with a look at what happens when a
pair of white renters, Clay and Amanda, are startled by the unexpected arrival of the Black property

owners, who claim theydre escaping a mysterious
Book Award, it looks at parenthood, race and class, and what happens to families during a crisis.

The Vanishing Half

BRIT BENNETT (PENGUIN PUBLISHING GROUP)

Il n this provocative and il luminating novel, Benn
Desiree are born in a community established for Black residents with light skin. Eventually they move

to New Orleans, where one marries a Black man and the other a white man. The book toggles back
and forth between their daughters in 1980 and th

Here The Dark
DAVID BERGEN (BIBLIOASIS)
Another Giller short-lister, this collection of stories deals with themes of grace and redemption, and

takes readers from the streets of Danang, Vietnam, to the islands of Honduras, to the Canadian
Prairies.

Noopiming: The Cure for White Ladies
LEANNE BETASAMOSAKE SIMPSON (HOUSE OF ANANSI PRESS)

This brilliant novel is a carefully curated mix of prose and poetry structured into 10 parts. The layered
storytelling introduces readers to an incredible cast of characters, giving us the perspective of Elders,
Indigenous youth, raccoons, geese and trees, braiding together past, present and futureNoopiming is
Ani shinaabemowin for Ain the bush, 0 and the tit]l
memoir Roughing It in the Bush.

READ OUR REVIEW OF NOOPIMING


https://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/books/article-ayad-akhtar-on-autofiction-cultural-appropriation-and-the-authentic/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/books/reviews/article-leanne-betasamosake-simpsons-new-novel-is-a-carefully-curated-mix-of/
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Blaze Island
CATHERINE BUSH (GOOSE LANE EDITIONS)
In an alternate near-now, a mammoth hurricane sweeps up the eastern saboard and dredges up

memories of the past. In the aftermath, a woman finds herself in an altered world. This climate -
themed, Shakespeareinspired novel is the latest from the author of AccusationandC| ai r ed6 s

READ AUTHOR CATHERINE BUSH ON TRAVEL WRITERS IN A PANDEMIC

Piranesi

SUSANNA CLARKE (BLOOMSBURY)

He


https://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/books/article-how-covid-19-and-climate-change-are-reshaping-writers-travel-plans/

|l t6s been more than 15 vyear s easddarsiwitheherddbg notet, Jortathaaanh a
Strange and Mr. Norrell, and her new work is equally fantastical and thought-provoking. It follows

Piranesi, who has spent years wandering through interconnected rooms in a house, with only birds

and statues for company. He occasionally meets with The Other, who is on a quest for knowledge that

may be in the house.

The Pull of the Stars

EMMA DONOGHUE (HARPERCOLLINS)

The author of Room and Akin takes on the 1918 influenza epidemic as the Great War still rages in
Europe. The novel, set in a single room of a Dublin hospital, features the reatlife character of Dr.

Kathleen Lynn.

READ OUR INTERVIEW WITH AUTHOR EMMA DONOGHUE

Butter Honey Pig Bread
FRANCESCA EKWUYASI (ARSENAL PULP PRESS)

In this remarkably assured debut, three women search to reconnect after an event tore them apart.
|l tds sexy, too, and itol lofforodake you hungry with a

The Lying Life of Adults
ELENA FERRANTE (EUROPA EDITIONS)
This is Ferranteods first novel i n f i v &baseeteansktor an

Ann Goldstein. The tale begins in the 1990s, when 12year-old Giovanna Trada goes b see her
beautiful black -sheep aunt, Vittoria, who asks Giovanna to open her eyes to the truths in her world.

The Beguiling

ZSUZSI GARTNER (HAMISH HAMILTON)

This debut novel, short-listed for the Writers Trust Prize for Fiction, revolves around Lucy, who, after
the bizarre death of her cousin, Zoltan, begins to attract confessions from peoplei sometimes
strangers, sometimes acquaintances. The writing is exquisite and contains one whopper of a sentence:

468 words over 45 lines.

READ OUR REVIEW OF THE BEGUILING


https://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/books/article-emma-donoghue-takes-on-the-great-flu-in-her-new-book-the-pull-of-the/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/books/article-zsuzsi-gartners-debut-novel-the-beguiling-twists-twirls-and-arcs-to/
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Agency
WILLIAM GIBSON (BERKLEY)

Gi bsonés | atest i s dahederigherallwhichfdepist®a far-Riture wher@ 01 4 Z s
Afcontinua enthusiastso can remotely i nterAgendy, wi t
London police detective inspector Ainsley Lowbeer discovers that someone has made contact with a

stub wher e Brpeexni tandd dhodonta Ihda pTt hmmp gdhi d mMdngwi mr enot
better for it.

READ OUR REVIEW OF AGENCY

Five Little Indians

MICHELLE GOOD (HARPER PERENNIAL)


https://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/books/reviews/article-william-gibsons-agency-interrogates-our-relationship-to-technology/

In her debut novel, short-l i st ed for the Writersd amembsriof Pri ze f
Saskatchewands Red Pthercesthetdesperae quedtia tive residentialschool
survivors to overcome, or to forget, the trauma of their past.

The Only Good Indians

STEPHEN GRAHAM JONES (SIMON & SCHUSTER)

A blend of horror and social commentary, four American Indian men go hunting one night on land
reserved for tribal elders. They Kill several elk, but have to throw away the meat to evade the law.

Now, a decade later,something is after them. This is a novel about identity and tradition, all wrapped
up in a thrilling narrative.

Dominoes at the Crossroads
KAIE KELLOUGH (ESPLANADE BOOKS)

This innovative story collection about the history (and future) of Black people in Canada is also a love
letter between Montreal and the Caribbean.

READ OUR REVIEW OF DOMINOES AT THE CROSSROADS

If It Bleeds
STEPHEN KING (SIMON & SCHUSTER)
The master of the novella brings together four new stories that plumb classic King themes including

the depravity of ordinary life and the potential horrors of technology. The title story is a spin on the
old newsroom adage: If it bleeds, it leads.

Indians on Vacation

THOMAS KING (HARPERCOLLINS)

Ki ngdbs most r elistedffotthellGoler &nd shbrolnigst ed f or t he Writer ¢
follows Cherokee-Greek writer-photographer expat Bird Mavrias and his wife, Mimi, as they set off in

t heir gol den year suntlepowht disappdaredntontiurope 109 yearsaago with a
precious medicine bundle belonging to the family.

READ OUR PROFILE OF AUTHOR THOMAS KING


https://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/books/reviews/article-dominoes-at-the-crossroads-shows-how-black-history-is-entwined-in/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/books/article-globe-book-club-with-his-wry-observations-on-life-thomas-king/

Consent

ANNABEL LYON (RANDOM HOUSE CANADA)
Saskia and Jenny are twin® Saskia is a hardworking grad student while Jenny, an interior designer,

is glamourous and thrill -seeking. Still, when Jenny is severely injured in an accident, Saskia puts her
life on hold to be with her sister.

When We Were Vikings

ANDREW DAVID MACDONALD (SIMON & SCHUSTER)



